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all over the world. The influence which the decimal system
of reckoning arising out of those figures, had on Mathe-
matics, as well as on the progress of civilisation in general,
can hardly be over-estimated. During the eighth and
ninth centuries, the Indians became the teachers of Arithmetic
and Algebra to the Arabs and through them to the nations
of the West, and though Algebra is the Arabic name of
the science, it is a gift which the Europeans received from
India. In Algebra, the Hindus displayed a proficiency far
exceeding anything ever achieved by the Greeks.

Colebrooke was the first European writer, who thoroughly
investigated into the subject of Hindu Mathematics, He
said about the Hindu Algebra : "The Hindus had certainly
made distinguished progress in the science, so early as the cen-
tury immediately following that in which the Grecians taught
the rudiments of it. The Hindus had the benefit of a good
arithmetic notation : the Greeks, the disadvantage of a bad
one. Nearly allied as Algebra is to Arithmetic, the invention
of the Algebraic calculus was more easy and natural, where
Arithmetic was best handled. No such marked identity of the
Hindu and Diophantine systems is observed as to demonstrate
communication. They are sufficiently distinct to justify the
presumption that both might be invented independently of
each other. If however it be insisted that a hint or suggestion,
the seed of their knowledge, may have reached the Hindu
Mathematics immediately from the Greeks of Alexandria,
through those of Bactria, it must at the same time be
confessed that a slender germ grew and fructified rapidly and
soon attained an approved state of maturity on Indian soil".
JBut the recent theory, as has already been shown, is quite the
contrary. "Pour tout ce que concerne Tarithmetique, 1'algebra
et la geometric," says M, Woepocke in his 'Memoirs sur la
propagation des chiffres Indiens/ "il est indeniable que le
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